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Freetown, 10*May 2026 For Immediate Release
PUBLIC NOTICE ON HANTAVIRUS AWARENESS AND PREPAREDNESS

The Muunstry of Health (MoH) and the Natonal Public Health Agency (NPHA) wish 1o mfonn the public
that health authonties are closely monitorng recent reports of Hantavirus infections linked to a cnuse ship
outhbreak reported mtermationally. Curvent information indicates that the nsk to the ECOWAS region,
mcluding Sierra Leone, remams LOW,

Hamtavirus 1s a rare viral disease mamly spread thwough contact with mfected rodents such as rais and nuce,
especially through exposure to their wine, droppings, or saliva m dusty or poorly ventilated emviromments. In
rare cases, limited person-to-person transmission has been reported with the Andes stram ol the virus,

Symptoms of Hantavirus may include but not limited to: fever, headache, fatigne, muscle pain, vomiting or
abdominal pain and difficulty breathing in severe cases

The MOH and NPHA assure the public that:

® There are currently no confirmed cases of Hantavirus in Sierra Leone.
o  Swveillance at points of entry and health facilities has been strengthened for early detection and
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¢« (Collaboration with regional and international partners continues to ensure timely information shanng
and preparedness.

o W shall mitare Risk Commumicaton and Commumity Engagement (RCCE) mterventions 1o ensure
our conummities remam mfonned, aware, and engaged.

The Public is advised to:

e  Keep homes and sumowndings  clean, store food safely, and dispose of waste properly to prevent
rodent infestation.

o Wear protective gear when cleaning rodent-infested  aveas and call 117 or seek medical attention il
flu-like symptoms develop afier rodemt exposure or recent travel.

The public is encowraged to remam _calm, avord spreading nusmformation, and follow updates [rom oflicial
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